
MARCH 15, 2022 

 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF SOUTH LYON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

DISTRICT #63-240 COUNTIES OF 
OAKLAND, LIVINGSTON, AND WASHTENAW 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Dashner called the March 15, 2022 regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Anthony Abbate, Craig Dashner, Stephanie Junkulis-Pierce, Eric Kennedy, Martin Leftwich,  
 Jennifer Urtel 
Absent: Dan Schwegler 
 
Administration Present: Mr. Steve Archibald, Superintendent, Lisa Kudwa, Asst. Superintendent, 
  Stacy Witt, Asst. Superintendent 
Administration Absent: Brian Toth, Asst. Superintendent 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Board, administration and the audience joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
DOLSEN ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 
Ms. Kudwa welcomed the Dolsen Jr. Kindergarten program and their teacher, Ms. Danielle Kurajian.   Ms. 
Kudwa noted that this is March is Reading month and the class is here to highlight for everyone their early 
literacy and math skills that our early junior kindergarten program helps to produce.  Ms. Kurajian also 
noted that the junior kindergarten program is a five-day program with art, pe and everything else.  She 
added that it is a play-based program with a learn by doing approach.  Ms. Kurajian and her students gave a 
lovely presentation of singing the Teddy Bear song.  Each student held a teddy bear while singing and 
dancing with their bears.  There was also a short video of the students narrating the Goldilocks story using 
puppets.  Their presentation brought a full round of applause!  Ms. Kurajian thanked the Board for having 
the district’s youngest readers here at the meeting.  She indicated that it was just a sneak peek at how 
literacy is embedded into playtime.       
 
Ms. Kudwa announced that there were 10 open Junior Kindergarten spots available at Salem Elementary 
for next year.      
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Dashner offered an opportunity for public comments and the following comments were shared. 

• Brenton Montie , teacher & SLEA Rep, shared the following “good things” happening in our district. 

• The Powerlifting Club at East High School has just completed their first season of competition.  Ten 
students competed in two or three regional lifting meets.  Three of the ten qualified for the Varsity 
State Meet with one (Chris Compo) placing 4th in the state.  One of the 10 qualified in the JV State 
Meet, and he (Tristan Porter) finished 4th in the state.  
 

• Stephanie Ferguson (Centennial) has planned two great days full of activities and a presentation 
from the Holocaust Museum for 8th graders not going on the Washington DC trip.  Stephanie and 
Brian Wilson always do a great job with the students that do not attend the trip each year. 
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• When Mr. David Morrow’s groups were unable to participate in the STEMi activity from Oakland 
Schools because of our snow day, Ms. Lauren Bedich went above and beyond to make sure that his 
learners had a similar opportunity last week.  Ms. Bedich was able to create a similar experience at 
CMS. 
 

• Ms. Meyers, a SLEHS special education teacher has been a major support for her students from day 
one.  She exhibits wisdom when working with our staff and our students.  She is especially attentive 
to the needs of our Special Education students giving them care and support as well as push them 
to go further when they need it.   

   

• South Lyon High School’s Science Olympiad team took medals in three events at the Oakland 
County Science Olympiad Regional at Detroit Country Day.  The Oakland County Regional is 
considered the toughest regional in the State with all three International Academies, Troy, Troy 
Athens, Detroit Country Day, Novi, Cranbrook and many more. All the students did a great job and 
are looking forward to next year.  Nick Simovsky (SLHS 10th grade) and his partner Matt Rummer 
(10th grade) took 1st place in the event Dynamic Planet, which focused on physical geography.  Nick 
and Mat also took 1st place in Ping Pong Parachute (mini version of bottle rocket with a ping pong 
attached to a parachute).  Juniors Kendyll Spriggs and Jake Reed medaled in Forensics.  Jake and 
fellow junior Jake Fudala had a top 10 finish in Anatomy (almost medaling and within a few points 
of a top 5 finish). 

 

• Lori Loewer (Sayre Reading Recovery teacher) also shared the following “good things”. 

▪ Ms. Sarah Thiel initiated, organized and supervised an activity that acknowledged our 5th graders’ 
1,000th day of school.  Approximately 100 students each wrote 10 different sticky notes that said 
something that they have learned during their time in elementary school.  Sarah collected all of the 
notes and supervised a group of helpful students hanging up each note on the windows at the end 
of the hallway where all 5th graders could see them.  The wall was titled “5th Graders are 1,000 Days 
Smarter”.  The final display looks like a creative “stained glass” window as you walk down the hall 
toward it.  For March is Reading Month, Sayre is celebrating The Reading Olympics.  Each classroom 
chose their favorite author and created an Author Flag. These flags were displayed as each class 
paraded around the playground to gather for the Opening Ceremony.  Sharky was on hand to light 
the torch and let the games begin!  A video of the opening ceremony was shared with the Sayre 
community.  The Sayre Silly Olympics will be held on March 25 during their Closing Ceremony. The 
teachers in two of the classrooms with the highest at-home reading participation will be competing 
against Mrs. Maurus.  Students are reading and encouraging others to read in hopes of seeing their 
teacher win the gold medal. 

 

• Paula Allen (Pearson 2nd grade teacher) nominated Mayor Pelchat.  The students were excited to 
see Mayor Pelchat.  They listened to him speak, asked questions and learned more about his 
responsibilities.  A big shout out was given to Lindsey Jackson as well for helping to coordinate all 
of this! 

 

• Patty Raines (Salem Reading Recovery teacher) nominated Mrs. Hantz (Salem 2nd grade teacher).  
She stays after school on Tuesdays and reads with one of her students.  When she learned that this 
student attends Kids Club, she thought it was great opportunity to give him more one-on-one 
reading support.  She is doing this on her own time.  The student absolutely loves it!  He is enjoying 
reading and developing a love for books! 
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• Carri Creason (Sayre 2nd grade teacher) continued to share more “good things”. 

• Angela Ugo (Junior Kindergarten teacher at Bartlett) collaborated with her Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) Grand River Trail Chapter members to record books being read for all 
Bartlett teachers to access during March is Reading Month.  One goal suggestion for teachers was 
to listen/watch a DAR member read.  The books read by DAR members were all stories about 
animals to go along with the WILD ABOUT READING theme at Bartlett.  The ultimate goal is to have 
the DAR members from the Grand River Trail Chapter read in person in future years. 

 

• Traci Milton (1st grade teacher at Hardy) has a consistent track record of professionalism while 
maintaining an extremely positive attitude.  She greets her students with a smile every morning.  
They enter the classroom with a smile on their face ready to start their day.  Traci interacts well 
with struggling students.  Her kind tone and words can always sooth the student and together they 
can resolve the student’s struggle.  Traci embodies all the qualities that form an outstanding 
teacher.   
 

• Kaylin Angelosanto gets to school bright and early every morning to create a warm and inviting 
classroom for her students.  She is always greeting them at the door with a smile and positive 
comments.  Kaylin is super neat and organized and pours her heart into her teaching job as a third-
grade teacher.  Sayre is very lucky to have her! 
 

• Leslie Miller went out of her way to help a family make an eye appointment for one of her students 
to get glasses.  She called around to several businesses and was able to set up an appointment for 
the family to receive a free eye exam and glasses for both students who attend Sayre.  Sayre is 
super lucky to have Leslie, and she has a heart of gold! 
 

• Joseph Mullen (Kent Lake Custodial/Maintenance) shared comments with the Board regarding 
compensation for the custodial group that he represents.  He felt there is a significant economic 
disparity.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
President Dashner asked the Board to approve the agenda as presented unless they had any additions or 
deletions. 
  
Moved by Ms. Junkulis-Pierce, supported by Mr. Kennedy to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
Ayes – 6, Nays – 0.  Motion carries. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Mr. Leftwich to approve the following minutes as presented: 

• March 1, 2022 – Regular Meeting  
   
Ayes – 6, Nays – 0.  Motion carries. 
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APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Moved by Mr. Leftwich, supported by Mr. Abbate to approve the following bills as presented: 

• February Prepaids    

• March Bond Bills    

• January 2022 Wires & ACH Transactions    

• February 2022 Wires & ACH Transactions    

• January Revenue Report 

• February Revenue Report 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Ms. Junkulis-Pierce-yes, Mr. Leftwich-yes,  
  Mr. Abbate-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes.  Motion carries 6 – 0. 
   

HIRING OF INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF 
Ms. Lisa Kudwa stated that resignations necessitated the hiring of the following staff: 

• Lindley Wright – Speech & Language Pathologist – Kent Lake 

• Karen Sidge – Occupational Therapist 

She asked the Board to approve the hiring of staff as listed above. 

Moved by Ms. Junkulis-Pierce, supported by Mr. Leftwich to approve the hiring of the instructional staff as 
presented.  The Board welcomed the new teachers to the district. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Junkulis-Pierce-yes, Mr. Leftwich-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes,  
  Mr. Dashner-yes.  Motion carries 6 – 0. 
 

BOND 2020 BARTLETT ES ADDITION & RENOVATIONS 
Ms. Stacy Witt stated that this agenda item was presented to the Facility Planning Committee on March 1, 
2022.  The FPC reviewed the recommendation and approved to bring the bids to the Board for approval.  
She asked the Board to award the contracts to the following: 
 

• General Trades Construction Solutions, Inc. $390,500 

• Flooring Turner Brooks $69,961 

• Casework FCI Group $133,300 

• Site Work Eagle Excavation $194,200 
  

Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Ms. Urtel to award the contracts for the Bond 2020 Bartlett ES 
Addition and Renovations to the contractors listed above in the amount of $787,961 as presented. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Leftwich-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes,  
  Ms. Junkulis-Pierce-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes.  Motion carries 6 – 0. 
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BOND 2020 PHASE 1 MECHANICAL UPGRADES 
Ms. Stacy Witt stated that this agenda item was presented to the Facility Planning Committee on March 1, 
2022.  The FPC reviewed the recommendation and approved to bring the bids to the Board for approval.  
She asked the Board to award the contracts to the following: 
 

• General Trades Spartan Construction Group $259,000 

• Mechanical Quality Aire Systems $1,349,000  
 
Moved by Mr. Kennedy, supported by Ms. Junkulis-Pierce to award the contracts for the Bond 2020 Phase 1 
Mechanical upgrades to the contractors presented for a total amount of  $1,608,000. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Leftwich-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, 
  Ms. Junkulis-Pierce-yes.   Motion carries 6 – 0. 
 
 
2020 BOND UPDATE – IDS/BARTON MALOW 
IDS/Barton Malow provided the Board of Education with a fourth quarterly update on the 2020 Bond.  Mr. 
Haas noted that it has been about six months since their last update.  Charlie Haas began by introducing 
himself as an architect with IDS and the project manager for the bond.  He introduced Stephanie Buhagiar 
who is a project manager with Barton Malow.   They both provided an overview and status of the bond 
projects, which included completed projects and 2022 and 2023 upcoming construction projects.  They also 
briefly reviewed their next steps.  The full presentation can be found on the district website with the 
agenda enclosures.   
 

REVISIONS TO POLICY 5002 (BUDGET PLANNING AND ADOPTION – 1ST RDG 
In the absence of Mr. Toth, Ms. Stacy Witt provided the Board with the updated revisions to Policy 5002.  
She noted that the Policy Committee is recommending that all verbiage stay the same except that they 
want to change the gap from 9% to 11% and make it 8% to 16%.  Ms. Junkulis-Pierce noted that it would 
give the district more flexibility to not have to be consistently out of compliance which has happened in 
large part over the last year and a half due to the various COVID grants, and the increase in per pupil 
student allowance has created a situation where our General Fund is at one of its highest points that it has 
been in a significant amount of time.  This will give a little bit more flexibility and puts us in line with other 
districts and their plans around us.  
 

LEGISLATION 
Mr. Archibald indicated that there is a Senate Bill that came out today.  If it becomes law, it will reduce the 
time period that a retiree must be retired to be eligible to be hired as a substitute teacher without losing 
his or her retirement allowance.   
 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Legislative – Mr. Leftwich reported that the committee has not met since our last board meeting. 

• Policy – Ms. Junkulis-Pierce noted that the topic of the committee was discussed this evening. 

• Finance – Ms. Junkulis-Pierce noted that they have not met since the board meeting two weeks ago.  

• Facilities Planning – Updated information was shared this evening by Mr. Haas. 

• Curriculum & Communications – Mr. Kennedy noted that they have not met recently. 
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OTHER 
Mr. Archibald noted that last year the Department of Health and Human Services required schools to post 
on their websites positive and probable cases of COVID.  That requirement has been rescinded as of March 
11, and it is noted on our website that we will no longer be posting information there.  We will continue as 
a district to monitor the information as well as all the other information as long as it continues to be 
available.  Secondly, he offered his congratulations for all the positive things that were presented earlier 
this evening.  Michelle Brennan, Special Education Social Worker at SLHS, was recently named the Michigan 
Association of School Social Worker of the year for our region.  He offered his congratulations.   
 

REPORTS 
South Lyon Educational Foundation – Ms. Junkulis-Pierce stated that today is the final day to purchase 
tickets for the wine tasting event that will happen at Twisted Cork in New Hudson on Sunday and Monday.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Dashner offered a second opportunity for public comments.  There were no comments. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Mr. Dashner acknowledged the resignations of Doug Farmer, SLEHS Counselor and Jodi Caltrider, Bus Driver 
 

MEETING DATES 
Mr. Dashner acknowledged the following meeting dates. 

• April 19, 2022, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

• May 3, 2022, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

• May 17, 2022, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

• June 6, 2022, (Monday), Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

• June 21, 2022, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

BOARD COMMENTS 

• Mr. Leftwich thanked Mr. Montie for sharing his “good things” with everyone.  He welcomed the 
friends from Sayre Elementary and thanked them for what they do every day. He wished happiness and 
safe travels to everyone over our Spring Break. 
 

• Ms. Junkulis-Pierce thanked our JK team who came out tonight.  She thanked the teachers who came 
to the board meeting this evening.  She congratulated the theater team at SLHS.  She noted that Ms. 
Urtel and many staff members played a role in Oliver.  Mr. Kennedy’s daughter was also in the 
production along with Ms. Urtel’s son.  She congratulated our two state wrestling champions.  This is 
the first year that women are able to be a part of MHSAA’s state wrestling teams.  Both SLHS and SLEHS 
took home state championships.  She congratulated our Science Olympiad Team.  She also offered 
congratulations to the swim and dive team.  A student at EHS in an indoor track meeting broke the 
record that has been in place since 1978.  SLHS is hosting a career event and are looking for parents or 
community members to speak about their careers and do some mock interviews.   
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• Mr. Abbate mentioned that the Teddy Bear song was awesome.  He thanked Mr. Montie for attending 
the board meetings and sharing all the good things. 
      

• Ms. Urtel noted that the Teddy Bear song was fun to see.   She wished the Centennial team and 
students’ good luck and have fun in Washington DC.  She noted that South Lyon is doing very well in the 
winter events, and spring events will be starting soon.  She wished everyone a great Spring Break! 

 

• Mr. Kennedy thanked everyone for all the extra things they do.  He also thanked everyone who was 
involved in the “Oliver” performance.  He wished everyone a happy and safe Spring break. 

 

• Mr. Dashner noted that everything he was going to say has been said earlier.    
 

ADJOURN 
Moved by Mr. Leftwich, supported by Mr. Kennedy to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Ayes – 6, Nays - 0.   Motion carries 6 - 0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Jennifer Urtel 
Board Secretary 


